technology to the marketplace

From the President

We are anx-

ious to assist

existing busi-

ness owners

with develop-

ing new tech-

nologies and
products.

There are tremendous op-
portunities for leveraging
innovations already de-
signed here in Southeast
Kansas. Do you know of a
business that is creative, al-
ways coming up with new
things, but doesn’'t have the
time to take them to market?
ATC can help them, taking
technology to the market-
place. Call 620-235-4927.

Fromthe

Assistant

It is

amazing

to see

quality

ideas

and in-

ventions

being

developed in Southeast Kan-
sas. | get the opportunity eve-
ryday to meet with inventors
with very creative minds which
makes the position | am in ex-
tra special. Quch minds are
creating and developing tech-
nologies with tremendous
value right here in our back-
yard. Such innovation can
benefit Southeast Kansas and
possibly the rest of the world.

MANY FACESOF TECHNOLOGY

Commercialization of new technologies takes on many faces. It can be
an individual developing a new ideain his garage. It can be a student
pursuing her class project. It can aso be an existing company, located
in Southeast Kansas, that has more on its plate than is manageable.
Alliance for Technology Commercialization, Inc. (ATC) is discovering
more and more existing businesses that have new inventions and new
technologies that have not been commercialized. The businesses are
focused on taking care of their customers and managing operations.
They merely need some assistance in developing a commercialization
plan for their new tool, invention or technology. That is why ATC was
established, to take technology to the marketplace.

There are creative and inventive individuals in every business. Many
don’'t think of themselves as inventors, they're just trying to figure out
a better way to do a process or make something run more efficiently.
The results can save the company money, time and hopefully, increase
profitability. And that is exactly why there is tremendous potential to
patent and commercialize these ideas, these processes, and these tools.
Of course some of the ideas may already be patented, but we want to
help the businesses in Southeast Kansas to identify technologies that
can be commercialized.

Confidentiality and protecting the businesses' intellectual property are
ATC's first and primary commitment. We can meet with business
owners anywhere and anytime that is convenient, because we know
that their timeis valuable to them. If you are a business owner or know
one that has developed some innovative products, tools or processes,
please contact ATC, www.atckansas.com, or eferrell @pittstate.edu, or
620-235-4927. The ATC staff is committed to helping businesses lev-
erage their ingenuity, their resourcefulness, and their creativity.

MEDICAL ADVANCEMENT

ATC has been working with Dr. Kenneth

Johnson, M.D. to develop a commercializa-

tion plan for a new rehabilitation tool. Dr.

Johnson is a Physiatrist who specializes in

physica medicine and rehabilitation. In his

medical practice he noticed that patients re-

covering from knee, hip, and shoulder sur-

gery had trouble adhering to their rehabilita-

tion plan due to pain when in therapy. He

worked with Paul Herring-Engineer

MAMTC-Pittsburg, to design a new pedal for

rehabilitation bikes (cyclometers). He calls

the adjustable pedal design, ROM?®(Range of

Motion). The physician, patient and therapist Dr. Johnson, Dr. Hurford,
can now adjust the range of motion of the Eric Baldonado- therapist
pedal during therapy, minimizing pain, and ™M & Hospital Fort Scott.
increasing patient compliance with the therapy regimen. With ROM?, pa-
tients don’'t want to stop exercising because it doesn’t hurt anymore.
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ANGEL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

There is exciting legislation going through Topeka in regard to Angel and En-
trepreneurial venture capital funds and tax credits, part of the Kansas Eco-
nomic Growth Act. The bills were originally called the Kansas Community
Entrepreneurship Fund and Angel Investment Tax Credit Program. The legis-
lation creates tax credits for individuals investing in “qualified” start-up Kan-
sas companies. ATC is helping identify prospective Angel Investors in South-
east Kansas that might be interested in utilizing the tax credit program and be-
coming Angel Investors. We aso want to highlight the “qualified” regional
companies. A need was identified at the SE Kansas Regional Prosperity Sum-
mit held in Chanute last fall, to organize aregional Angel investors group. It is
happening. For more information, or to be included, please contact Eric Ferrell,
eferrell @pittstate.edu or 620-235-4927.

IMPORTANCE OF ALPHA

ATC recently helped facilitate alpha testing of a new eating device for indi-
viduals with upper-extremity handicaps. The concept of alpha testing is to
help validate a product’s design and marketability early on in the commer-
cialization process. We worked with the Southeast Kansas Independent Living
Resource Center (SKIL) to help identify participants in the project, which in-
cluded residents from Galena, Columbus, Parsons and Wichita. After using
the product for a month, the participants completed a product survey describ-
ing recommended design changes, whether they would purchase one, and
identifying prospective price points. The alpha test results are usually the first

Exciting Things are Happening
in SE Kansas

Fort Scott Inventor has design for lawn
tractor cleaning apparatus

Pittsburg Helping to commercialize
Innovative device for commercia wood-
working

Parsons Inventor has new tire valve
design

Independence Working with Inventor
who has design for interior finishing
equipment

Pittsburg Company is developing car
accessory that prevents soil contamina-

indicator of a products potential for success. They are also used to attract early req Jones, Ugo Nwagwu, Jim Kleinsorge,

investors and devel opment partners.

Curtis Daugherty, Guy Romine (I nventor)

Interested in joining the SEK Inc? If you areinterested in joining the SEK Inc. please fill out the convenient mem-
bership form at www.sekinc.org/join.html and an SEK representative will contact you.
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