
ENTREPRENEURIAL INITIATIVES IN SE KANSAS   

A group of Southeast Kansas economic development profession-
als have been meeting to identify entrepreneurial issues and re-
sources available in the region. The group includes Kathryn 
Richard, Carolyn Kennett, Brad Eilts, Dennis Arnold, Marsha 
Wallace, Eric Ferrell, Dennis Pruitt and Kathy Sweezy. In addi-
tion to the services provided through the Entrepreneurship Center 
of Kansas, www.networkkansas.com, the group is developing 
strategies to leverage existing entrepreneurial resources, like the 
Kauffman Center, REDI program through Quest Center, South-
east Kansas Learning Center-Greenbush, the entrepreneurial pro-
grams at Allen County and Independence Community Colleges, 
and the entrepreneurial curriculum at Independence and Pittsburg 
High Schools.  

Knowing what resources exist is the first step toward using and 
leveraging the opportunities available. For example, did you 
know that the Kauffamn Center has teamed with Walt Disney to 
create an interactive entrepreneurship module for everyone, 
called HotShot™ Business, for kids of all ages? The Quest Cen-
ter is kicking off a program with a goal to get two students in 
every high school across the state to enroll in a distance learning-
virtual high school entrepreneurship program, called the REDI 
Online Entrepreneurship program.                (Continued on Page 2) 

  

INVENTORS, INNOVATION AND OUR BACKYARD   

ATC researched the website of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, www.uspto.gov, for the purpose of identify-
ing inventors and innovation in the region.  The data was com-
piled by county. The number of patents filed by inventors in 
Southeast Kansas is impressive. The results may not be what you 
think.  For example, the counties with the most patents on file 
were: Montgomery, Crawford, Miami, Neosho, Labette and Al-
len. There were over 500 patents on file. We would like to recog-
nize the many regional inventors and their innovation. Many of 
their inventions have affected the way we live today. What about 
starting a regional Innovation Hall of Fame? Let us know if you 
would be interested in helping host an invention fair, or innova-
tion spotlight. If you would like a list of inventors in your com-
munity, call Alliance for Technology Commercialization at 620-
235-4927.   
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From the Assistant 

I am originally 
from Taipei, Tai-
wan. I got my 
B.B.A in market-
ing at PSU. It 
feels wonderful to 
be able to use my marketing 
knowledge to help entrepre-
neurs start new businesses and 
to work with them. It is also 
amazing to see different ideas 
and inventions being developed 
in SE Kansas. I am so excited 
to meet the next American In-
ventors! If you have any cool 
inventions, please contact us. 
Let’s make your creative idea a 
reality.       

-Vicky LiVicky LiVicky LiVicky Li 
 
 

President’s Message 

Dr. Erik Pages, 
Entreworks Con-
sulting-Arlington, 
VA, challenged 
rural Kansas to 
increase the sup-
ply of entrepreneurs, build 
entrepreneurial networks, and 
reward entrepreneurial behav-
ior. He encouraged the region 
to pursue entrepreneurship 
education from “K to grey”; to 
create an entrepreneurial eco-
system; and recognize entre-
preneurs as the new civic lead-
ers. When visiting a community 
for the first time, he says, “Tell 
me about the three brightest-
greatest new businesses in the 
community.” ATC is interested 
in helping search out and pro-
mote the brightest-greatest new 
technologies in your commu-
nity. Help us help your inven-
tors and entrepreneurs by call-
ing or e-mailing us at 
eferrell@pittstate.edu. 

-Eric FerrellEric FerrellEric FerrellEric Ferrell  



Pittsburg State University 
1501 S. Joplin St. Shirk Hall 207 
Pittsburg, KS 66762-7560 

Exciting Things are 
Happening in SE 
Kansas  

PSU – New Wheel 
Design 

Sedan – Window So-
lar heating design 

Greenwood County– 
Wind generator design 

Humboldt – Innova-
tive hand tool 

ATC KTEC PIPELINE INNOVATORS ANNOUNCED  

The KTEC PIPELINE is an innovative new program, de-
signed to identify talented and entrepreneurial Kansans, 
match them with the best-in-class training, resources and 
mentors, and encourage them to pursue a career as a tech-
nology entrepreneur in Kansas. The KTEC PIPELINE re-
cently announced its charter class of PIPELINE 
“Innovators” marking the first year of Kansas' cutting edge 
technology entrepreneurial fellowship program. Jay Hum-
bard, one of those named to the charter class was President 
and CEO of Control Vision Corp. based in Pittsburg, Kan-
sas.  

The PIPELINE Innovators will spend one year in the technology entrepreneurship program. 
During this year, each Innovator will receive cutting edge education, skill building and net-
working and access to accomplished mentors. Additionally, the year will include self-
assessments, individualized growth plans, field trips and bonding processes. The KTEC 
PIPELINE will also provide Innovators access to venture capitalists with the capabilities of 
financing early stage technology companies. To learn more about the KTEC PIPELINE, 
visit the website: http://www.ktec.com/sec_business/section/pipeline.htm  

ENTREPRENEURAL WEBSITES: http://www.disney.go.com/hotshot/hsb.html http://www.redi308.com/  
http://www.ja.org/programs/programs_high_overview.shtml     http://www.energizingentrepreneurs.org 

Technology to the Market Place 

ENTREPRENEURIAL INITIATIVES   (from Page 1) 

The Independence High School is using an entrepreneurship program called Junior Achieve-
ment Company Programs. Did you know that Allen County Community College is offering 
an Entrepreneurship Certificate or Associate of Science Degree in Entrepreneurship? An-
other opportunity that the group is exploring involves the Center for Rural Entrepreneurship 
and programs that they make available for regions like Southeast Kansas, called Energizing 
Entrepreneurs.  

If you’re interested in learning more about any of the programs referenced above, contact a 
member of the group or call Alliance for Technology Commercialization at 620-235-4927.  

J. Humbard, G. Kratofil & E. Ferrell 
meeting at the Kansas Day of Innova-
tion Event 


