
HAVE YOU HEARD OF BIO BUZZ? 

The first annual Kansas Agriculture Bioscience Entrepreneurship 
Forum, facilitated by the Kansas Center for 
Entrepreneurship (NetWork Kansas) was 
held in Topeka.  The goal was to promote an economic climate, 
conducive for development of the agricultural bioscience indus-
try in Kansas. The Forum was divided into two segments, the 
first, evaluating the External Market Environment.   This seg-
ment included presentations on the Competitive Landscape by 
Carl Casale-Monsanto (St. Louis); the Regulatory Landscape by 
Dr. Cindy Smith-USDA (Riverdale, MD); and the Capital Land-
scape by Dr. Roger Wyse, Burrill & Co. (San Francisco, CA.). 
Their presentations were eye-opening, and I am attaching a link 
to them here, http://www.networkkansas.com/NewsEvent-104/
Index.htm.                          (Continued on Page 2) 

WHAT IS THE KBA? 

Kansas Bioscience Authority’s (KBA) new President, Tom 
Thornton, has hit the ground running, setting three 
themes for the KBA: (1) aggressively enhancing bio-
science research at academic institutions; (2) a com-
mitment to making Kansas the leader in (bioscience) 
sectors where we are well positioned; and (3) creat-
ing a new focus on the formation and growth of bio-

science start-ups. Thornton is also coordinating the State’s initia-
tive to have Kansas selected at the National Bio and Agro-
Defense Facility (NBAF). His goal includes finding and develop-
ing an average of 10-12 regional bioscience 
companies, annually. He has also identified 
five bioscience sectors for development, including: human 
health, animal health, bio fuels, plant science and bio-
composites. The KBA will be designating these as Kansas Bio-
science Centers of Innovation (KBCI). In addition the KBA plans 
to launch a BioVenture Fund to help foster the formation and 
growth of the bioscience startups. They are looking for applica-
tion oriented activities, “more D than R,” as in research and de-
velopment. Thornton sees “Game Changing” as the central chal-
lenge for Kansas. We’ve got to achieve a “Best-in-Class” status 
by developing “World Class” technology. KBA’s newest Board 
Member is Mr. Ed McKechnie from southeast Kansas. http://
www.kansasbioauthority.org 
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From the President  

Southeast Kansas 
has the opportu-
nity to benefit 
from the 3rd wave 
of bio-science 
technology, in ‘biomass’.  We 
can take the lead in develop-
ing bio-materials by educating 
ourselves on the ‘bio’ initia-
tives for research and devel-
opment, by collaborating with 
each other, and leveraging the 
financial resources available 
through the Kansas Biosci-
ence Authority. We have got to 
be proactive, and not wait for 
the industry to come to us.  Let 
me know if you’re interested 
in pursuing the BIO wave in 
the region. 

-EricEricEricEric    FerrellFerrellFerrellFerrell  

Pittsburg State 
University 

 
Volume VI Issue II 

April 2007 

a KTEC partner 

City of Pittsburg 

Strengthening the economic base in Southeast Kansas 

ATC Contacts: 
 
Eric Ferrell 
Vicky Li    
 
 
Email:  
eferrell@pittstate.edu 
 
Phone: 620.235.4927 
 
Fax:     620.235.4030 
 
www.atckansas.com 
Pittsburg State  
University 
Shirk Hall, 2nd floor 
1501 S. Joplin Street 
Pittsburg, KS 66762 

From the  Assistant 

During the past two semesters 
of being the client 
service manager 
for the Alliance 
for Technology 
Commercializa-
tion., I have met 
with several creative inven-
tors. This has made my posi-
tion very special to me. To my 
surprise, there are a lot of 
activities and market potential 
in  Sou theas t  Kansas. 
Throughout the year, we have 
made connections with several 
inventors and  have built re-
gional networks for start up 
entrepreneur curriculums. I 
am excited to meet with differ-
ent clients and see how they 
succeed.   

-VVVVicky Liicky Liicky Liicky Li 

Tom Thornton 



WHO IS THE KANSAS BIOSCIENCE ORGANIZATION? 

Angela Kreps, President of Kansas Bioscience Organization, recently visited with 
local BIO companies to discuss BIO trends and initiatives in Kansas.  
She said that she spends quite a bit of time answering the question, 
“What is bioscience in Kansas?”  She explains that bioscience includes 
four basic groups: animal, human, plant and industry. The animal health 
group includes everything from vaccines to pet food. Kansas is already a 
leader in animal health by being the home to 30% of all businesses in 
this category.  Human life sciences include everything from new drug 

delivery systems to early stage drug testing to pharmacy schools.  Plant science in-
cludes things like security of the food supply, bio fuels and composite materials.  
Bioscience the industry, is growing in Kansas at the annual rate of 50%, compared to 
19% nationally. She exclaimed that the 3rd wave of bio-
technology is evolving in the field of bio-mass in our geographic 
region. The concept of managing by-products as co-products is the emerging trend. 
Co-product development in conjunction with ethanol, bio-diesel and bio-fuels plants 
is the key. She challenged the group to begin integrating, enabling and innovating 
BIO into their businesses. As an example, all of the BIO companies in attendance 
were using glycerin somehow in their operations, which is a by-product in the bio-
diesel refining process. http://www.kansasbio.org If you are interested in learning 
more about BIO in southeast Kansas, call Eric at 620-235-4927 or e-mail, 
eferrell@pittstate.edu. 

Pittsburg State University 
1501 S. Joplin St. Shirk Hall 207 
Pittsburg, KS 66762-7560 

Exciting Things are Hap-
pening in SE Kansas  

Garland - design for im-
proved farm implements 

PSU - ergonomic design for 
elementary school teaching 
aid 

Girard - creative design for 
solar lighting 

Coffeyville - new design for 
mower performance 

Parsons - device for elec-
tronic monitoring 

Are you a part of the voice of the region? SEK Inc. 2007 Regional Meetings, Chanute 4/18, Yates Center 4/23, Neo-
desha 4/25, Ft. Scott 4/30, Independence 5/2, Columbus 5/9, Coffeyville 5/14. For more information www.sekinc.org  

Technology to the Market Place 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF BIO BUZZ?    (From Page 1) 

The second segment was Inventorying Kansas’ Assets. Those making presentations included: Tom Thornton-
Kansas Bioscience Authority; Dr. Ron Trewen-Kansas Board of Regents; Tracy Taylor-KTEC; Adrian Polansky-
Secretary KS Dept of Ag; Steve Kelly-KS Dept of Commerce; Don Marvin-IndentiGEN; Sukh Bassi-MGP In-
gredients; Greg Krissek-ICM, Inc; and Scott Deeter-Ventria Bioscience.  There is a lot of BIO already in Kansas. 
For example, according to Sec Polansky “The future (of bioscience in Kansas) is in our fields: feed, fuel, fiber 
and pharmaceuticals.” Don Marvin said that “(IdentiGEN) uses Nature’s Bar Code (for genotyping livestock)”.  
Greg Krissek said that “(we need to) marry agriculture and energy: cellulosic bio-mass with bio-energy.” Tom 
Thornton said that “Kansas needs to take risks. It is better to be the settler than the pioneer”. Scott Deeter ex-
plained that “Rice is a biological factory.” 

Angela Kreps 


